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A Grammar of the Great Andamanese Language 

is the first-ever detailed and exhaustive 

account of great andamanese, a moribund 

language spoken on the andaman islands 

belonging to india in the Bay of Bengal. 

this important documentation covers 

all major areas of the grammar of great 

andamanese and gives us a first detailed 

look at this unique language, which is on 

the verge of extinction. of particular interest here is the discussion 

of the body division class markers which play an important role 

throughout much of the grammar and which are documented in this 

volume for the first time. this is a pioneering piece of work by anvita 

abbi which introduces readers to a unique world of cognition of the 

people who are remnants of the first migration from africa 70,000 

years before present. the volume will be of interest for general linguists 

from the fields of linguistic typology and areal linguistics as well as 

those interested in south asian languages in general.

        

AnvitA Abbi, Ph.d. (1975), Cornell university, is Professor of 

linguistics at the Jawaharlal nehru university, new delhi, india. 

she has researched first-hand on all the six language families of india 

and has published sixteen books including the Dictionary of the Great 

Andamanese Language (2012).

“The field of linguistics will forever be in debt 

to the author who rescued these data for us.”

Scott Delancey
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